
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Jesus Prays for You 

 

     You may not know this, but in our gospel this morning we caught Jesus at a very 

special moment. We caught Him at prayer with His heavenly Father. And what was He 

praying?? Well, it is clear He was praying for His apostles and disciples who were 

trying to spread the gospel with Him at that time. 

     It is also obvious He was praying for all those people who, in future days, would 

want to be His followers, too. And, when you come right down to it, He was praying 

for you and me! In fact, He was showing people of all time and all ages that He is 

constantly talking to His Father to take care of all His friends…all those people who 

want to be with Him and follow His lead. 

     Now, doesn’t it feel good that Jesus is praying for you right now? Believe me, it 

makes me feel good. 

     And so, when you leave church this morning and hop into your car after Mass, I 

want you to remember this: Jesus is talking to His Father and He is talking to Him 

about you. He is asking His Father to give you special protection. He is asking His 

Father to keep you safe from every kind of evil…especially from anything that will lead 

you into sin. And, Jesus is telling His Father that He does not want you to be separated 

from Him by anyone of anything. 

     When we are going through tough times, is it not true we ask other people – 

especially our friends – to pray for us…and to put in a good word for us? Oh, sure we 

do! 

     I have to tell you a lot of people think I am really good at praying and so they ask me 

to pray for them and their intentions. The reason they ask me to pray for their intentions 

is the same reason why many people ask all priests to pray for them. They think – 

because of our vocation in life – we have a lot more pull with God. I don’t think that is 

necessarily true. But – be that as it may – you have to remember you always have 

someone praying for you. And it’s the person with the greatest of all influence who is 

praying for you every moment of every day of your life. Jesus is up there asking His 

Father that you are always kept safe, right at His side.  
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     Jesus is your special guardian at all times. I have to ask: What more could you ever 

ask for or desire? Jesus – God Himself - is praying for you. You must always remember 

that! And I am sure that thought is going to chase all your troubles away. 

      

*Inspired by John 17:20-26 


